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The Ad Hoc Group Fiscal Year 2024 Recommendation

The XXX undersigned members of the Ad Hoc Group for Medical Research, which includes
organizations representing patients, scientists, health professionals, research and academic
institutions, educators, and industry, are grateful to Congress for making meaningful annual
funding growth for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) a key, bipartisan national priority. NIH-
funded biomedical, behavioral, social, and population-based research improves our
understanding of fundamental life and health sciences, equips the nation to combat both
known and unprecedented health threats, and converts the hope of improved health into a
reality for patients and their families. The federal investment in this lifesaving work in labs
across the country also has a multiplier effect in local and regional economies, catalyzes new
industries, enhances the U.S.’s global competitiveness, establishes viable career paths, and
generates additional high quality jobs in communities nationwide.!

For fiscal year (FY) 2024, the Ad Hoc Group recommends at least $50.924 billion for
NIH’s foundational work, a $3.465 billion increase over the comparable FY 2023 program
level, which would allow NIH’s base budget to keep pace with the biomedical research
and development price index (BRDPI) and allow meaningful growth of 5%.

As the world’s premier public funder of medical research, the NIH plays an an important role in
our nation’s international leadership, and robust annual growth in support for NIH is key not
only to improving people’s health but also to maintaining our competitiveness in the global
economy. Strong growth above BRDPI for the NIH provides critical support for additional
research across the agency’s diverse areas of study, conducted nationwide and through the
NIH’s 27 individual Institutes and Centers. Over the years, distinguished leaders and experts
in medical research have recommended sustained real growth for the NIH through increases
that exceed inflation by 4-6%. V¥ Several bipartisan members of Congress""" have
recommended restoring federal research and development (R&D) investments to 2% of U.S.
gross domestic product. In addition, the Science & Technology Action Committee also
estimated that the U.S. should at least double its R&D investment by 2026 in order to remain
a global competitor in science, technology, engineering, and math."" The Ad Hoc Group’s FY
2024 recommendation would represent a step forward toward these objectives by expanding
the NIH’s capacity to make tangible progress against the wide range of diseases and
conditions facing families and communities nationwide.

In FY 2023, Congress authorized the newly established Advanced Research Projects Agency
for Health (ARPA-H) as an autonomous agency within the NIH with $1.5 billion to advance
ARPA-H’s unique focus on “high potential, high impact” research beyond what is traditionally
supported by the NIH. In addition to the Ad Hoc Group’s FY 2024 recommendation of at least
$50.924 billion for NIH’s base budget, many of our organizations also have been engaging
ARPA-H and separately support renewing the ARPA-H investment in FY 2024. As this new
entity ramps up its work in targeted research areas and its focus on accelerating the
development of commercial products, our broad-based, national community of diverse
stakeholders is unanimous in emphasizing that for ARPA-H to be maximally successful, any
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funding for ARPA-H should supplement, rather than supplant, the essential foundational
investment in the NIH.

We urge lawmakers to continue to support patients and discovery, to ensure a funding
allocation for the Labor-HHS Subcommittee that allows for the necessary investment in NIH
and other agencies that promote the health of our nation, and to work expeditiously to
complete FY 2024 appropriations in a timely manner. Our nation’s health depends on it.
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